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AND WHAT A CELEBRATION IT WAS! 

What a winning combination!  An enthusiastic group of learners, 
tutors and honoured guests gathered at PWC’s first annual Power of 
Words Breakfast on Wednesday, September 8th, to celebrate 
International Literacy Day. Our highly-engaging guest speakers 
included MC Max Keeping, Ottawa Centre MPP Yasir Naqvi, Federal 
Ombudsman for Victims of Crime Sue O’Sullivan, author Brian Doyle, 
and six PWC learners who brought the literacy world full circle.  Our 
learners shone, and thanks to them, so did People, Words & Change.  

The Power of Words Breakfast was given a short spot on CTV's 
evening and late-night news and appeared in an article in the 
September 16th edition of the EMC West newspaper. So if you 
couldn’t make the event, you can read about it. See some Breakfast photos on page 2 of this 
newsletter and more at www.pwc-ottawa.ca. 

We are happy to say that the Power of Words Breakfast will be an annual event to celebrate 
International Literacy Day and showcase the considerable achievements of our learners. Don’t 
forget to mark September 8th, 2011 on your calendar!  

 

mailto:info@pwc-ottawa.ca
http://www.pwc-ottawa.ca/
http://www.pwc-ottawa.ca/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Dee,  

Thank you for inviting me to the wonderful 

breakfast on Wednesday, Sept.08, 2010. 

Everything was very well organized, exciting 

and the food was great. I had a very 

enjoyable and informative morning. 

   -  Lilli W. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOW I CAN….!            PWC Learners Write 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteering 

 In today’s fast-paced world why would a person give up their precious time to volunteer?    

Being an immigrant and having parents who moved to Canada in their late 20’s there wasn’t a lot 

of volunteering done in my family.  I never remember my parents volunteering for anything.  

Maybe it was the language barrier or not having the time.  As I grew up into my later teens I 

remember being involved with volunteers whether it was hockey coaches, karate instructors, 

soccer coaches or parent helpers at school.   

I started getting introduced to volunteering when I married.  My wife loved being involved in the 

community or with different boards of directors.  Still I didn’t start volunteering myself until 

both my sons starting playing hockey.  I was asked to help out on the ice with different drills, so I 

strapped on the skates and I was hooked!  In each of the past three years I have coached one of 

my sons’ hockey teams, either as an assistant or head coach.  I will admit as a head coach there 

is plenty to do, but the rewards are incredible.  What do I mean by rewards?  Well, at the end of 

the hockey year I was dropping off some thank you gifts for our team sponsors and one of our 

biggest was a parent from the team.  He thanked me for the gift and asked me if I would be 

coaching next year.  I told him I was undecided.  He informed me that his son had enjoyed 

playing this year, but the year before had not planned on coming back to hockey.  He thanked 

me for coaching and for changing his son’s mind about hockey.  The feeling I had when I left was 

unbelievable.  That is the reward -- the extraordinary feeling you get by helping someone!  

 There is also another side to volunteering and that’s the recipient.  I’m a volunteer but I’m also a 

recipient in many ways.  I live in Ottawa and there are numerous events and festivities that occur 

because of the assistance of countless volunteers.  I will mention one in particular:  the race 

weekend in May.  My family and I have raced the family 2k many times and the number of 

volunteers to run this event must be staggering.  Last year I also decided to improve on my writing 

and reading skills so I starting searching for a tutor.  I discovered this organization called PWC which 

offers free tutors to the public.  The way it actually works is all the tutors are volunteers.  So my 

tutor gives up precious time away from family and friends to help me, a stranger at one time.  I 

thank him as much as possible because he’s helped me immensely.   

 I will leave you with one more reflection.  We live in the greatest country in the world, but think of 

this: what if there were no volunteers any longer?  Think of all the magnificent things that go on 

around us that take hundreds of thousands of people to make happen in this great country of ours 

which would become extinct. Would it still be the greatest country in the world?                             

 -by Tony           



Reading and Writing Crossword 
 

 
Read the clues. Write your answers.  
 
Across 
1. a group of twenty-six letters  
3. a tool you use for writing 
5. a place you go to borrow books, DVD's and CD's 
6. something you need at the beginning of a new sentence  
    (two words with no space between them) 
7. studying that you do at home 
        
Down 
2. The person from PWC who helps you learn to read and write. 
3. something you use at the end of a sentence  
4. a book you can use to look up words and definitions 

 

See next newsletter for answers or call Jennifer if you’re stumped! 

 
 
 



 

 

PWC’s Computer Lab offers more classes in September 

Would you like to… 

■ learn basic computer skills?  
■ send and receive email? 

■ learn to use the Internet? 

■ use the computer to upgrade your skills for employment? 

In addition to the classes on Wednesdays and Thursdays, PWC’s Computer Lab now 
offers classes on Tuesday afternoons from 1 – 3pm or 3:30 – 5:30pm.  

Work at your own pace. Get one-on-one help.  
Practise your reading and writing skills. 

To register for fall computer classes, please call Dee or Jennifer at 613-234-2494.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Ottawa Community Coalition for Literacy 
invites you to attend the 
 

Friends of Literacy Luncheon   
Friday, September 24, 2010 
11:45 – 2:00 p.m. 
Restaurant International, Algonquin College 
1385 Woodroffe Avenue 
Tickets $25 
Includes a three-course gourmet meal prepared and  
served by the students in the College’s Hospitality Program. 
 
Keynote Speaker: Denise Chong is an author acclaimed for her ability to weave personal stories into 
their complex social context.  She is best known for the family memoir, The Concubine’s Children. Her 
most recent book, Egg on Mao, examines the life and fate of a bus mechanic who defaced the iconic 
portrait that overlooked Tiananmen Square during the protests in 1989.  

For more information and to make reservations, contact Maureen at 613-233-3232  
or email maureenmcgovern@occl.ca 

mailto:maureenmcgovern@occl.ca


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

PWC wishes to recognize and thank the following businesses and 

groups who supported our first annual Power of Words Breakfast 

on International Literacy Day.  Thanks to the generosity of these 

sponsors, all our staff, volunteers, and learners were invited to a 

FREE breakfast. Everyone went home with a box of Shreddies and 

an Ottawa Sun newspaper. In addition, all PWC learners who came 

out to the event went home with a free book of their choice! 

 CUPE        

 Deloitte & Touche 

 EMC 

 Eric Schaff 

 Frontier College 

 Grass Roots Press  

 Loblaws/Rideau St.  

 McCay Duff 

 Michael Pytura Insurance 

 Mooney’s Bay Computer 

 Orca Book Publishing 

 Ottawa Police Service 

 Ottawa Sun 

 Pearson Longman 

 Post Foods 

 Soloway Wright 

 The Printing House/Constitution Square 


